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There is just over a month to go until 
the National Poultry Show at Sydney 
Showground. School Sessions are 
tailored for either Primary or Secondary 
outcomes. Students will have the 
opportunity to learn about different 
poultry breeds, how poultry reproduce 
and the varied career opportunities 
in the poultry industry. This is an all 
weather event, as all demonstrations 
are in our under cover pavilions. This is 
a great way for your school to celebrate 
Agriculture and Food week.

Start your class on the paddock to plate 
journey doing hands-on activities in a 
round-robin of workshops. 

When: Friday 10th June 2016

Time: 9am – 2pm

Bookings:  Plan your excursion to the 
National Poultry Show. 
Bookings are now open! 
BOOK NOW!!

Where:   Sydney Showground, Sydney 
Olympic Park

Cost:   $5 per student with 
complimentary teachers 
passes, makes this a great 
value excursion.

Contact:  education@rasnsw.edu.au  
 (02) 9704 1294 or (02) 9704 1494

CAN’T MAKE THE NATIONAL POULTRY 
SHOW… The Primary Schools Farm Day 
Program education sessions are on from 
the 28th July through to the 5th August. 
Cost: $15 per student
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The Primary industries Education 
Foundation Australia Conference 
was held in Canberra held on the 
2nd and 3rd of May. This provided 
a fantastic opportunity to meet with 
many like minded individuals and 
learn from some of the world’s experts 
in agricultural education. There 
were inspiring presentations from Bill 
Zenn and Dr Sananmu Tamamana 
specifically looking at how problem 
based learning using a STEM based 
methodology were increasing student 
engagement and developing thinkers 
capable of becoming the next 
innovators of the 21st century.

The opening address was from the 
Minister for Education and Training, 
Senator the Hon Simon Birmingham, 
who reminded us that 12% of our 
GDP comes from Agriculture before 
processing.

He noted that 88% of kids have never 
visited a farm and that 73% don’t know 
a farmer. Teachers have a role to play 
to support Australia’s innovation in the 
Agriculture industry to support our  
food security.

Love from M!  Moooo
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IN FOCUS: THE 2016 SRES SCHOOLS 
PROGRAM

M!   Baaa

MEET THE TEAM: LUCINDA ROSS 
Lucinda Ross is the RAS Cattle Competition 
Coordinator. Lucinda has been with the 
RAS for 8 years and has seen many cattle 
throughout her time working at the Sydney 
Royal Easter Show. She has also been 
instrumental in assisting the development 
and delivery of the off site feedlot 
competition in addition to the numerous 
dairy cattle, steer and beef cattle classes. 
Lucinda has a passion for cattle and in 
her own time she also is involved in the 
family property which is home to a herd 
of agisted Limousins. As the Easter Show 

Cattle competitions continue to grow an 
international reputation, the international 
visitors lounge saw over sixty overseas 
cattlemen take advantage of this logistical 
meeting hub; making connections with 
Australian farmers who have livestock 
and semen available for purchase. With 
many overseas buyers looking to Australia 
for our genetics, Lucinda believes the 
RAS is in a great position to help facilitate 
international linkages to our exhibitors.

The Sydney Royal Easter Show education 
program has three main objectives:

 •  To introduce students to the concept 
of food and fibre being products of 
agriculture and the land.

•  To demonstrate to students the 
importance of farms and farmers 
through live workshops sessions and 
through virtual technology experiences

•  To instil in students the need to care for 
the land through sustainable farming 
practices

Over 18,900 school tickets were issued 
to cater for all students and teachers 
attending the SRES visiting a total of 14 
different Primary and Secondary school 
workshop sessions. We reached an 
audience of 283 school groups and found 
many Secondary schools took advantage 
of the online resources and Primary school 
students utilised the passport and activity 
books provided. 



NEW RESOURCES
• Careers in Agriculture Poster

• Produce, Process, Products Poster

Click here to download for FREE

TAFE WSI WANTS TO 
HEAR FROM YOU!

PRIMARY PREVIEW 
DAY

THE NATIONAL MERINO CHALLENGE

TAFE is looking to offer Career Readiness 
Training Courses for students in years 9-11. 

Courses will be available in Agriculture, 
Horticulture and Equine studies in the July 
School holidays 

Click here for more details

On the 16th March, the day before the 
Easter Show officially opened, 700 students 
took advantage of a sneak preview of 25 
fantastic and interactive workshops that 
demonstrated and explained how food 
and fibre are produced by Australian 
farmers. The “paddock to plate” journey 
workshops were all linked to syllabus 
outcomes and provided the perfect 
introduction to the launch Agriculture and 
Food Week in 2016.

EASTER SHOW TEACHER PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT NIGHT
The RAS TEACHER PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT NIGHT was held at the 
Sydney Royal Easter Show on the 17th 
March at 5:15 -7:30pm in the Food Farm. 

It was proudly supported by #aussie 
ED, SOPA and Nestlé. Teachers had 
the opportunity to browse information 
booths from many of our valued partners 
including Cotton Australia, GRDC, SOPA, 

Get kids Cooking to name a few. The 
RASedu syllabus linked competitions (for 
primary students from K-6) were on display, 
in addition to the speakers at the Teach 
Meet who discussed STEM and how this 
can increase student engagement and 
learning. Three hundred teachers were 
in attendance and this proved to be the 
largest number of teachers the RAS has 
attracted to a single event. 

The National Merino Challenge (NMC) is 
a two-day, national competition which 
improves the engagement of young people 
with the Merino industry by developing their 
knowledge, skills and networks . In 2016, 
there were 145 secondary and tertiary 
students vying for the honour of highest point 
score across six challenging workshops.

This competition is a great way to expose 
students to the finer points of the wool 

industry. Not only do students have the 
chance to mix with other like minded peers 
from around the country, but they also get 
the opportunity to make valuable contacts 
at the prestigious industry dinner. If you 
would simply like to register for the Train the 
Trainer workshop (BOSTES ENDORESED), or be 
part of the 2017 competition

Click here
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Education Unit of the Royal Agricultural 
Society of NSW
P: 02 9704 1147 or 02 9704 1494 
E: education@rasnsw.com.au
W: www.rasnsw.com.au/education

SHARE and SUBSCRIBE
If you enjoyed this newsletter, please 

share it with friends. If you received this 
from a friend, click here to subscribe. 

2016 YOUTH 
ECO SUMMIT 
21ST CENTURY 
LEARNING AWARDS
The 2016 Youth Eco Summit 21st Century 
Learning Awards will be hosted at The 
Stables on the 12th August. 

Click here to register your interest

Are you planning or pursuing a 
sustainability project with your class  
this year? 

Is there a ‘future thinking’ group of 
students at your school? 

Do you have a learning partnership 
going with industry or a local business?

Can we inspire other teachers and 
students with your sustainability story? 

If you answered YES to any of these 
questions then the YES 21st Century 
Learning Awards are for you. The YES 21st 
Century Learning Awards are designed 
to motivate and celebrate students and 
teachers who are creating healthier futures 
for their schools and communities. This 
inclusive Awards program will encourage, 
recognise and share sustainable thinking, 
action, leadership collaboration and 
innovation from Early Learning through 
to Year 11. All Finalists will be invited to 
showcase their achievements locally and 
globally through the Youth Eco Summit, 
October 19-20, 2016. Go ahead and 
register your interest now via 

education@sopa.nsw.gov.au

Did you know research shows kids who cook 
are more likely to make healthy choices 
than those who aren’t involved in cooking?

Not only does cooking help kids understand 
what foods go together but also why we 
eat the foods we do and what we need to 
eat for a balanced diet. Because balanced 
diets help kids live healthy active lives.

Thanks to a partnership between Nestlé 
Healthy Active Kids program, the Australian 
Institute of Sport (AIS) and Get Kids Cooking, 
teachers and the school community are 
being given the opportunity to nominate 
their child’s school to win The Kitchen 
Kart™, a fully equipped mobile teaching 
kitchen valued at $25,000. The winning 
entrant will also receive a $1,000 VISA 
Load&Go Gift Card to go towards keeping 
their family healthy and active!

If you’re keen for your school to win, 
simply visit www.healthyactivekids.com.au 
to enter and send a note home to your 

parents and carers encouraging them to 
enter too. 

Healthy Active Kids website is packed full 
of educational games, videos, recipes and 
activities to help kids live a healthy, active 
life at school and at home. 

Competition starts 00.01am AEST on 
Monday 30 May 2016

Entries close 5pm AEST on Friday 29 July 2016.

Visit website for full terms & conditions.  
Total prize pool valued at $26,000. Judging 
completed by 2 August 2016 & results 
published at www.healthyactivekids.com.au 
by close of business on 5 August 2016.

WIN THE KITCHEN KART™ VALUED AT 
$25,000 FOR YOUR SCHOOL! 
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